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         In November, 1985 Keith was ordained as a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ by the Inner City Faith Congress; W. I. Graves, Sr., President and Pastor of St. Phillips Baptist Church. At the age of 19 he preached his “initial sermon” and received his ministerial license from Pastor Graves.  He has served in the capacity of Assistant Pastor at Freedom Christian Bible Fellowship in Philadelphia from February 14, 1992 until July 2000.   His duties included all pastoral assignments in the absence of Bishop Gilbert Coleman Jr. These included but were not limited to counseling, conflict resolution, financial teaching and visiting the sick members. On the third Sunday in July 2000, Pastor Collins taught his first lesson as the Pastor of Church of the Overcomer.  He is currently training leaders as he plants the church in Trainer Pennsylvania. Church Of The Overcomer is a member of LWIA (Living Waters International Alliance) & Lancaster Mennonite Conference.                         
        Pastor Collins is a graduate of Geneva College, Beaver Falls, PA where he received his BS degree in Urban Ministry Management. He holds M.B.S. & D.Min. Degrees from Friends International Christian University and is currently completing his Ph.D. dissertation. Pastor Collins is also listed in the Heritage Registry of Who’s Who In America.

        Keith Collins was born May 3, 1960 in Philadelphia, PA. He is a graduate of Central High School for boys, where he lettered in football and received the coveted Barnwell Award for Academic Excellence, and an Honorary Bachelor of Arts Degree.  On August 7, 1982 Keith married Carolyn Ewell and adopted her two sons as his own. Keith and Carolyn Collins currently reside in Ridley Park Pennsylvania. They are both employed as supervisors with Elwyn.

          Pastor Collins is an avid reader and loves to travel.  In his spare time he participates in cycling and long distance running events. He recently completed two marathons (Suzuki Rock & Roll in San Diego, California, and 2000 Disney in Orlando, Florida) as a part of the Leukemia Society’s Team in Training.   On most weekends you can find Pastor Keith (as he is affectionately called) enjoying his grandchildren Brittany and Isaiah and, Enyla.
        Because of his intense desire to reach the world with the gospel and deepen his sensitivity to other cultures, he has been blessed to travel on missionary trips to Ghana and Nigeria West Africa.  Pastor Collins has also completed a Pilgrimage Study to the Holy Land visiting Israel, Egypt and Greece.

      Those that sit under his teaching will discover their Destiny through the revelation of God’s Word. 


Military Service 1980 - 1988

Graduate  Army ROTC. Received commission as 2nd Lieutenant, May 1982 as an Infantry Officer. Served as Scout Platoon Leader and Tow Platoon Leader. Distinguished Military Student Award, Recondo Badge, U.S. Army AIRBORNE School, Infantry Officer Basic Course (June 1984), Army Achievement Medal.

Law Enforcement 1985 to 1990

Temple University Campus Police – Campus Police Officer, 

Letters of Commendation

Port Authority Transit Police of Pennsylvania and New Jersey.  Promoted to Corporal Of Police, Received Unit Citations, Letters of Commendation and Appreciation.

Business 1989- 2000

Primerica Financial Services a member of Citigroup.  Obtained the following licenses Series 6, 63 and 26 with the National Association of Securities Dealers, Life & Annuities. Promoted to Senior Vice-President.

Teaching – 1998 to 2000

Served as an adjunct professor for International Seminary of Plymouth, Florida and for Heath Missions College of Rydal, Pennsylvania.

Published Works

“From Coach to First Class” ( End Time Wave publishers 1997)

“The Responsibility of Redemption”  ( Motivating  Men To Transform Their Community –  Geneva College 1996 )
Community/Charitable Involvement


Organized a neighborhood rally against drugs in September of 1986 and successfully closed down a known drug trafficking operation at 5th & Poplar Streets, Philadelphia, PA. 

Participated with the Leukemia Society of America’s Team In Training Program raising over $7,000.00 for cancer research by completing the Rock N Roll Marathon (May 1999) and the Disney World Marathon (January 2000).

Mentoring 1997 to Present

Certified as a United Way Faith Based Mentor. Serving as facilitator of Boys2Men. A faith based program for young men 13-18 years old, consisting of a Relational Phase, Instructional Phase and, Crossing Ceremony.
Who’s Who In America

Recognized in the 2004/2005 Edition for outstanding service to society and the community of faith.


“Church of the Overcomer is a modern day spiritual movement; with the mission of empowering all people through Christian Ministries to live the life they were created to live while on earth and, achieve eternal salvation through Jesus Christ.”
Our ministry focus includes the following:

1. Baby boomers who have become disillusioned

2. The divorced and the single parent, and blended family

3. Mentor Programs – Boys 2 Men & 

      Daughters of Destiny 

4. Referral services and counseling for those diagnosed with psychological, emotional, and physical dependencies and addictions including substance abuse  

5. Training in personal money management through Seminars, Classes and, Counseling                                                     

6. Support of Missions: regional and international



Statement Of Purpose:

The Program (Passage) is designed to develop disciplines and qualities in young men that will prepare them for adolescence and the future. Our aim is to help our young men recognize that they are somebody and can be anything they aspire to be. We seek to help them avoid pitfalls that will be detrimental to their growth and development, while reinforcing their foundation in the Faith, respect for family values and building strength and character!  

The Passage is not intended to be a substitute for quality relationships with fathers, mothers or other important adults in the candidates’ lives. We invite men who already have significant roles in the lives of the candidates to participate including; fathers, step-fathers, older brothers, uncles, grandfathers and teachers.   

From Boys to Men: 

The Passage is a ministry of The Church Of The Overcomer and a “rites of passage” program designed for young males ages 12 to 19. The boys are “Candidates” until the “Crossing Ceremony” at which time they earn the title “Mr.”.  The program uses developmentally appropriate lessons referred to as “rites” to guide candidates at least 12 years of age, generally the period of physical, emotional and psychological transition, through the “passage” from adolescence to manhood. The program pairs candidates with mentors who serve as wise and trusted friends and guides.


Mentors seek to establish a positive personal relationship with the candidate while  providing spiritual guidance, assisting in developing life skills and the ability to obtain  resources while helping to increase the candidates’ ability  to interact with other social and cultural groups. The candidate -to-mentor ratio shall not exceed 2:1.

The Passage consists of four Phases, Orientation,  Relational Phase, Instructional Phase and a Crossing Ceremony designed by mentors, with youth input. All designed to guide and assist candidates in identifying their responsibility to God, themselves, their families, and their communities at-large. 

Orientation is required for all mentors, parents and candidates. Attendees will have an opportunity to hear testimonials from parents and graduates of the program in addition to learning what’s expected followed by a question and answer forum.  


The Relational Phase presents an opportunity for potential mentors to shadow existing mentors and observe mentor/candidate interaction, re-engage previous participants, facilitate relationship (trust) building. During the Relational Phase, suggested activities include:

· Taking a candidate to work (for a day) and nice lunch

· Attending other Church Of the Overcomer youth ministry activities wit the candidates

· Inviting candidate to attend scheduled family activities with mentors’ family. 

The goal is to allow the candidate to see healthy and encouraging, yet real, family interaction. In addition, candidate will invite mentor to attend scheduled family activity. Note: This should occur toward the middle of the program

· Attending ticketed events provided by the church mentoring program

· Introducing candidates to journals and encouraging previous participants to  continue their  journal entries

The Instructional Phase consist of: the Spiritual Rite; the Rite of Purpose: the Genealogical Rite; the Rite of Manhood; the Personal Rite; the Historical Rite; the Rite of Citizenship; the Financial Rite; trips and related activities. Each of these Rites have a well-defined and specific objective designed to help the 


candidate develop awareness, responsibility and personal relationships while defining who they are and why they are here.

The Crossing Ceremony is a culminating event to commemorate the end of the Passage Training and marks the ceremonial threshold to the community of adulthood. Candidates must meet Passage requirements to qualify for the Crossing. During the ceremony, candidates will demonstrate some experience, 

product or outcome resulting from their participation in the Passage. Candidates are called forth, addressed as Mr., for the 

first time by their mentors, and personally robed with a special piece of cultural memorabilia. This signifies the crossing over to a responsible and prepared candidate ready for acceptance into the larger community of adults. 

Who is Keith Donald Johnson Collins? 
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